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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS 
QUESTION 1 
Margaret Thornton refers to several ways in which neo-liberalism recommends an extension of the 


market mechanism. Give two examples of this outside the university context. 


QUESTION 2 
Explain the main features of theological utilitarianism. How does it differ from Jeremy Bentham’s 


utilitarianism? 


QUESTION 3 


Name two positivist features evident from John Austin’s discussion of identifying and studying law. 
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QUESTION 4 
What does Will Kymlicka contrast ‘teleological utilitarianism’ with? What is the contrast and which 


version of utilitarianism does Kymlicka prefer? 


QUESTION 5 
What does Kymlicka mean by ‘external preferences’? What relevance do they have in evaluating 


utilitarianism? 


QUESTION 6 


What does John Rawls mean by ‘intuitionism’ and what is his attitude towards it? 
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QUESTION 7 
What is a perfectionist ethical theory? What is a consequentialist perfectionist ethical theory? Give an 


example of a philosopher discussed in this unit who adopts a perfectionist perspective. 


QUESTION 8 
What does H L A Hart mean by the open texture of law? What is his attitude towards it? 


QUESTION 9 


Mention two reasons for constitutional restraint articulated by Ronald Dworkin in ‘Learned Hand’. 
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QUESTION 10 


What reason does Jeremy Waldron suggest there might be for not turning a moral right into a legal 


right? What example does Waldron provide to support his argument? 


ESSAY QUESTIONS 


QUESTION 11 
Discuss Rawls’s theory of justice. What strengths and weaknesses does it share with utilitarianism? 


How does it differ from utilitarianism and what reasons does Rawls offer for those differences? 


QUESTION 12 


Explain Andrew Altman’s criticisms of the liberal ideal of the rule of law. How persuasive are they? 


QUESTION 13 
What implications for the legitimacy of judicial activism can you draw from Dworkin and Waldron? 


How persuasive are those implications? 
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